
HISTORY OF THE CORNELIA KIWANIS CLUB 

by Charter Member Cliff Kimsey 

 

The following excerpted account of the history of the Cornelia Kiwanis Club 

was written on April 14, 1980, by Charter Member Cliff Kimsey.  Even though it is 

very long, we think it is very interesting to the people of this community and hope 

that you will read it in its entirety. 

―It is very fitting that we look back on our history and accomplishments over 

the 55 years of our existence.  Before the Kiwanis Club was organized we had the 

Habersham Club and what we called a Chamber of Commerce and other 

organizations but the interest lasted for only 

a short time and then it was over and the 

organization died. 

―My brother-in-law from Toccoa was 

visiting our home one Sunday and mentioned 

the Kiwanis Club of Toccoa.  He said the 

magazine, the visits with other clubs and 

exchanging ideas kept up the enthusiasm and 

they had lots of fun.  I expressed an interest 

and very soon thereafter, a man was here 

from Kiwanis International Headquarters 

hoping to organize a Kiwanis Club in Cornelia.  

Instead of the minimum of 25 members to 

organize we were chartered on April 14, 

1925, with 45 members, after organizing on 

February 26, 1925.  Our charter was 

presented to us on April 24, 1925 by the 

Georgia District Governor, W. W. Mundy, of 

Cedartown, Georgia. 

―The new Kiwanis Club became very 

active from the very first.  We had lots of fun, 

visited with other clubs sharing ideas and 

work, had Ladies’ Nights frequently, and did a 

lot of singing.  Our Division at that time included clubs in Elberton, Athens, Monroe, 

Winder and Commerce as well as the ones in our present Division, but we visited all 

of them. 



―One of the first things we did was to sponsor and 

organize Boy Scout Troop  No. 24, which is still sponsored 

by us and is going strong under the excellent leadership 

of Kiwanian Max Miller.  The next thing we did was to help 

get the Big Red Apple to call attention to Habersham’s 

great apple industry at that time.  The Big Red Apple was 

unveiled on June 4, 1926, at a ceremony including 

Senator Walter F. George, President Preston S. Arkwright 

of Georgia Power Company, Vice President Robert Pegram 

of Southern Railway, and Chancellor Snelling of the 

University of Georgia.  Music was furnished by Georgia 

Power Company band and the city was full of visitors. 

   

 

 

 

 



Our Kiwanis Club also sponsored the tower up on 

Chenocetah and as a representative of the club; I 

acted as Master of Ceremonies at the dedication.  

We had a large crowd of State and Federal 

Forestry representatives. 

  ―Just another word about our Charter 

Presentation Program.  We just had lots of fun 

preparing our menu such as Toccoa Delight, 

Hearts of Sanford with Edam, Cline Pickles, 

Flappers a la Habersham, Unicoi Hopinjohn, 

Sautee Chipps, Love Apples a la Cedartown, 

Atlanta Hot Air Buns, Gainesville Combination, 

Kiwanis Blocks, UDC Slices, Cornelians, Eine 

Tasse Tallulah and Georgians.  You can guess 

from the menu that we expected guests from all 

over.  We had Lambden Kay from WSB Atlanta, 

about the most popular man in town at that time.  

Also Robert H. Jones, Jr., from Atlanta and 

delegations from all other clubs in our division.  

Nearly all of the members of the Toccoa and 

Gainesville clubs were here…. 

―The Charter program was held in the upstairs auditorium of the old school 

house.  There was not a restaurant in Cornelia large enough to hold our meetings.  

We met in churches, schoolhouses, up on Chenocetah Mountain, at the well and 

Fern Springs and most of the time upstairs in the Ivey Building on North Main 

Street.  We felt the need of a place for our meetings and we made and saved up 

$2,000 for a building fund.  Most of this was done by presenting Womanless 

Weddings and Donkey Ball games. 

―At this point I want to give you a little of the history of Habersham County.  

In the late 1800’s we had a colony of Swiss people come here.  Instead of farming 

as our people did, they grew grapes and cherries for wine.  This did not catch on 

too much.  Then in the early 1900’s Colonel John P. Fort of Albany, Georgia, made 

a survey and found that our climate and rainfall were ideal for peaches and apples 

so he started planting and growing both.  Very soon we had other fine people come 

here from Canada, England, Yankee country and other places to get in the peach 

and apple business.  Our apples won blue ribbons at national shows, so we were 

sitting pretty economically.  Then in 1930 two counties in South Carolina decided to 

get in the peach business and these two large counties planted enough peach trees 

that their production was even larger than the production for the whole state of 

Georgia and they went on the market at the same two weeks our peaches had to 



be marketed, so the peach bonanza was doomed in the market for us.  Apple men 

carried on until the great depression of 1933 when the crop could not be sold and 

most of it was placed in cold storage in Atlanta thinking by March there would be a 

market.  There was no market and the apples did not even bring the storage cost.  

Everyone lost the entire expense of making the crop.  The peach and apple demise 

left hundreds of our people out of jobs more than surrounding counties.  The 

government came to our rescue and sent people in there to hire the unemployed to 

do something.  At first they had them raking leaves from one side of the road one 

day and raking them back the next day… 

―It was at this time that our Kiwanis Club members began working with the 

ones sent here to find work for the needy.  We suggested work on school grounds 

and other public places.  The government employed a young man who had 

graduated as an architect and sent him to our county.  He fell in love with one of 

our fine Cornelia girls.  This young man, Dave Cuttino, learned of our desire for a 

club house and the fact that we had $2,000 which could be used in matching funds, 

he knew he could count on us for other help so he designed this building (The 

Cornelia Community House).  The government would pay for all the labor and in 

accordance with the total labor cost would furnish money for materials.  It was 

thought we could furnish the rocks and slabs and we did.  Every sawmill in this 

section gave us their slabs.  We hauled the slabs to this spot and more labor was 

required to debark them for use. 

―We thought there were enough rocks in our pastures and fields to do the job 

and tons and tons were picked up and hauled to this spot.  We were busy, we were 

enthusiastic.  Everyone in the community who had a truck furnished it for hauling 

rocks.  Henry Stovall literally wore out two or three trucks.  If you have looked at 

the backside of this building you may have realized that it took many rocks to do 

the job.  We had to go to Rabun County, Stephens County and as far away as 

Elberton to get enough rocks.  The rocks had to be shaped as well as placed, 

causing more labor.  As the building progressed we and the entire neighborhood 

became more interested.  We took in new members nearly every time we met.  It 

was hard times, depression years and we swapped membership fees for the large 

logs you see holding up the roof.  Dave made reports telling us that with all our 

work, hauling and other contributions it would take a little more money on our part, 

next week a little more, but we were so enthusiastic it made no difference so we 

just said carry on.  The land belonged to the city, but the city could not borrow 

money on buildings and it was our work anyway.  We got the city to deed the 

property to our club so we could borrow money on it.  We borrowed $9,000 from 

Habersham Federal Savings and Loan Association and every member of the club 

endorsed the note.  After borrowing the money and giving a lien on the property, 

we deeded it back to the city, subject to the loan, and they gave us a twenty-year 



lease … in addition to all of the hauling, love and work we did put in $11,000.  Our 

membership climbed to 77 as I remember.  (We did this again later when we 

borrowed $4,888 for repairs.)  We also sponsored the swimming pool.  Although we 

were in a great depression, we were having fun.  We were the envy of all the clubs 

in our division.  People would come into the building and look at the pretty slabs 

and their eyes would get large as saucers. 

 ―The building was dedicated on May 13, 1937, by 

Past International  President Carl B. Endicott at a program 

which was attended by the district governor, past district 

governors, the secretary of the treasury as well as other 

dignitaries from Atlanta and nearby cities as well as the 

representatives from all the clubs in our division. 

 

 

 

 



―Our Club has sponsored the Star Pupil and Star Teacher in our county since 

its inception by the State Chamber of Commerce.  We have a very active Key Club.  

It has been, and is, an inspiration to see the good work of the Scouts, Key Club 

members, and the Star Pupils year after year, and other youth organizations.  This 

club has been active in and helped in nearly every good project for our city and 

county … 

―Our motto has always been ―We Build‖.  Our work has been first with young 

people but also for the betterment of all our people, our schools, our churches, our 

institutions of all kinds and to keep our industries happy….‖ 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

HISTORY OF CORNELIA KIWANIS CLUB 

Submitted by Bill Loyd  

 

Some of my earliest remembrances of Kiwanis were somewhat traumatic 

ones. 

I joined Kiwanis in 1977 … To give you some idea of how desperate we were 

for members, I started work at Community Bank & Trust on Monday, visited 

Kiwanis on Tuesday, was voted on by the Board after that meeting, and inducted by 

Walter Gemperline the next week.  (They needed the dues!) 



Charles Sherwood, I think, was President and my sponsor … he really must 

have been desperate! 

 

Some of the things I remember most vividly about meeting at the old 

Community House. 

It was COLD in the winter – I mean COLD and HOT in the summer – REALLY 

HOT! 

In the winter you would find members huddled together in little groups 

around gas heaters eating their lunch, and in the summer, most everybody looked 

for a window to sit by so you could get a little breeze as you ate. 

The meals…. We had scrambled eggs and country ham A LOT. 

Bob Turpen and his sister-in-law Ola Mae were our faithful food preparers. 

Each week we discussed the possibility of an official food-taster/tester for the 

club because we were reminded of a story Calvin Stovall told.  In the early 1970’s, 



one day the lunch was pork chops.  Calvin said he tasted his pork, noticed 

something a little peculiar and pushed them aside.  Others at his table ate their 

pork without blinking an eye.  Later during the meeting, when the program for the 

day did not show up, CAP CASH made the comment that not only had we lost a 

program, but we had lost the pork as well.  Several of the queasier members were 

on Ptomaine alert for the rest of the day. 

We also had fried chicken dinners to raise money and learned the people 

won’t each raw chicken! 

Mrs. Helen Stewart played the piano for years during our meals and for the 

singing of America.  Her first piece each week was the same –EVERY WEEK – and 

most if not all of us could whistle or hum the tune she played.  One day we asked 

Mrs. Stewart what the song was and she replied that it was the most appropriate 

piece she could find to suit her particular audience – It was a piece called ―The 

Donkey Serenade‖ and she dedicated it to each of us! 

I was President of the club in 1980-81.  I think John Jones, Fred Holbrook 

and I were the original ―Two-Bit‖ Presidents.  We needed every quarter we could 

raise.  That also gives you some idea of how bad our treasury was at that time. 

As a consequence of our low monthly balances and the escalation of the 

costs of maintaining the Community House, we began to look seriously at how best 

to dispose of the Community House. 

Kiwanis had a very big part in building the Community House during the 

WPA/Roosevelt era and many of our members were very attached to the 

Community House – VERY ATTACHED.  We felt that we had a big stake in seeing 

that the Community House be kept us, but we just couldn’t afford it.  To add more 

fuel to the fire, we had, through the efforts of Carolyn Stewart, the honor of having 

the Community House listed on the National Register of Historic Places – and we 

could NOT let the Community House fall into disrepair. 

As I said, my memories are somewhat traumatic ones.  While I was 

President, the Board finally decided that we had to make a move – not only 

because of monetary burdens and the less than desirable food preparation 

conditions, but because we couldn’t attract new members like we wanted.  So we 

had an official meeting at which time we were to discuss the matter with the entire 

membership – OPEN FORUM  - And then vote by a show of hands whether we 

should move or not.  I will never forget having to preside at the meeting and 

staring into the eyes of some of our charter members when I raised my hand in 

favor of moving.  You would have thought we had stabbed them through the heart!! 



The vote was very close!  We elected to move to the Steak House after 

meeting at each of the restaurants in the area.  We began meeting there in 1982 

and donated the Community House to the City of Cornelia. 

Bill Lloyd has been a member of the Cornelia Kiwanis Club for 29 years.  He 

served and President, Lt. Governor, received the distinguished Hixson Fellowship 

Award, and currently serves on the Board of Directors. 

 

History 1982 to present 

 

Without argument, since 1982 there has only been one single event that has 

completely changed the face of Kiwanis. The Kiwanis of today is a worldwide service 

organization made up of both men and women who share the vision of community 

improvement. However, the organization has not always been that way. July 7, 

1987, marked a historic day in Kiwanis International History.  On that day, 

delegates at the annual Kiwanis International convention in Washington, DC, 

changed the very nature of Kiwanis club membership forever. Within the provisions 

of the International Constitution and Bylaws, Kiwanis clubs worldwide could elect 

women to membership. The Albuquerque, New Mexico Tribune proclaimed in a 

headline: ―Kiwanis Clubs Go Co-ed.‖  

When the first Kiwanis Club was chartered on January 21, 1915, in Detroit, 

Michigan, the issue of women membership wasn’t even considered.  In 1921, not 

too long after the passing of the19th Amendment to the Constitution was an 

accomplished fact, provisions for male membership only were inserted into the 

Kiwanis Constitution and Bylaws. Fortunately, change is inevitable. 

It was no easy task for an organization that was 72 years old to make the 

change lightly. Beginning in the 1970s, at almost every International convention an 

amendment was presented with the continuing arguments for and against—but with 

some growing support evident for—the admission of women. One attempt tried to 

―get a foot in the door‖ by proposing honorary membership for women. Finally in 

1976, a few clubs began to openly admit women. The Kiwanis Club of Great Neck, 

New York, took such action, as did the Kiwanis Club of Mountain, Colorado Springs, 

Colorado.  Fortunately, Kiwanis International did not turn a blind eye; each club 

was notified that it had sixty days to comply with the provisions governing 

membership or its charter would be revoked. Most clubs eventually complied with 

the provisions rather than having their charters revoked. There was, however, no 

actual way of knowing how many female members simply became unofficial in 

character and were never reported to the International organization. In August of 



1985, Marcia Baer, supplied by the American Civil Liberties Union, was given the 

task of bringing a lawsuit against Kiwanis. Baer, stated that she was empowered by 

the Kiwanis Club of Ridgewood, New Jersey, to bring suit against Kiwanis 

International to strike down the Bylaws provisions of Kiwanis that made Kiwanis an 

organization for men only. The Board of Kiwanis International asked the New Jersey 

federal court to stop the Ridgewood Kiwanis club from calling itself a Kiwanis club. 

Kiwanis was not the only organization to face this issue, Rotary was also 

experiencing the same issues. The lawsuit began to become expensive and drawn 

out.  Two years later, at the 1987 International Convention, more than 50 clubs 

had openly admitted women members. The vote to allow women, resolved the 

problem of the lawsuit. Kiwanis clubs could now officially recognize their female 

membe  rs.  

A new era for Kiwanis had begun. The impact of the decision was felt 

immediately with an increase of more than 3,000 women members in the first six 

months. The next six months saw an increase in membership of more than 6,000 

women members. By 2001, an average of 32% of all new members were women 

and by 2002, women memberships topped 60,000. In 1993, members witnessed 

the first woman governor who led the Philippine, South District. Lisa McCoy of 

Jacksonville, Texas, becomes first woman elected to International Board in 2001. 

Not to be left behind, in 1987 the 

Cornelia Kiwanis Club inducted Helen  

Stewart as its first female member.  She 

was the obvious choice, as she played the 

piano for club meetings weekly for many 

years. In 1988, Pam Fisher became the 

first female Kiwanian of the Year. She has 

been followed by no less than eight other 

women to earn that prestigious title. In 

1992, Dr. Linda Brooks became the first 

female club President. Three other 

women in that position have followed her. 

Nellie Snyder, one of the early females 

inducted into the club, has served as the 

club Secretary for a commendable eleven 

years. Today, women account for 29% of 

the Cornelia Kiwanis Club membership. 

Kathy Edwards was our club’s first 

Division 10 Lieutenant Governor and 

Kimberly Griswold was second female 



member to serve as Division Lieutenant Governor in 2008. The club continues to 

encourage and promote female club members.  

Just as Kiwanis International has seen revolutionary changes in membership, 

so has the Cornelia Kiwanis Club. An unknown author once penned, ―It is not the 

strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most 

responsive to change.‖ Most would agree, the changes have only strengthened and 

enhanced the club’s commitment to our community. 


