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The KCCSS meets on the third Tuesday each month at 7:00 pm in 
the conference room of the Butt-Holdsworth Memorial Library, 505 
Water Street, in Kerrville. Visitors are always welcome. 

Membership dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for families. 
The membership year starts in July. 

President Mike Sykos 830-896-7425 Newsletter* Bill & Cheryl Wildfong 830-896-8940 
Treasurer Allen Duncan 830-896-5582 Library Elliot Hatch 830-896-3891 
Secretary Edna Platte 830-257-2185 Historian Natalie Fagarason 830-792-5421 
Past President Bob Taylor 830-792-3773 Director Larry Fagarason 830-792-5421 

VP, Programs — shared between Larry Fagarason 830-792-5421 & Bill Gibson 830-896-1229 

* Items for the newsletter are due the FIRST Tuesday of the month. Email them to wildfong@windstream.net 
(Snail-mail: 342 West Water St., Kerrville TX 78028; fax 928-752-5463) 

Refreshments 
Our thanks to these kind folks have volun-
teered to cater our refreshments in 2009: 

January Natalie Fagarason 
February Judy Surles &  Cheryl Drumheller 
March Bill &  Cheryl Wildfong 
April Rose Marie Turner 

May Mary McFadin & Betty Collins 

June Bonnie &  Bob Taylor 
July Mike Sykos 
August Norma Lozano 
September Buddy & Evelyn Weaver 
October Wendell & Gayle Bingham 
November Bill Gibson 

Our May 19 Meeting 

Ben Banahan will give a presentation on the Cacti 
of Starr County [the county seat is Rio Grande City, 

about halfway between Laredo and Brownsville]. 

Hugo Werner and Mike Sykos take their turn manning the KCCSS 
table at our May 8-9 show. Other helpers were Wendell Bingham, 
John Farmer, Bill Gibson, Bob Himmer, Mary McFadin, and Bill 
Wildfong. 

Larry Fagarason was the major coordinator, and provided most of 
the show plants. He and Natalie were there both days. 

Also, thanks to these folks who manned our Club table at the Riverside 
Nature CenterÕs Earth Day celebration last month: Wendell Bingham, 
John Farmer, Lorrin Peterson, Bonnie & Bob Taylor, and Bill Wildfong. 
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Coming Events 
May 20, San Antonio: San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte 

Society meeting, 6:30 pm, S.A. Garden Center, on Fun-

ston at N. New Braunfels Ave. Mary Irish, Author of 

Agaves, Yuccas & Related Plants, will give a presenta-

tion on that subject, and a book signing will follow. If you 

don't have a copy you can get one at amazon.com for $23 

(or around $18 for a used copy). 

The meeting is open to the public and is free, including 

refreshments. 

June 2, KERRVILLE: Native Plant Society of Texas 

meeting, 7 p.m., Riverside Nature Center. The speaker will 

be Dr. Matt Warnock Turner, author of Remarkable Plants 

of Texas: Uncommon Accounts of Our Common Na-

tives. He is a naturalist, teacher, free-lance writer, and an 

active member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. He is 

currently at the UT McCombs School of Business. Dr. 

Turner will talk about the plants in his book and have a 

book signing following his presentation. For more info 

about Dr. Turner's book, and to order it, go to 
www.utexas.edu/utpress/books/turrem.html 

The meeting is open to the public, and is free. 

KCCSS Meeting Minutes 
April 21, 2009 

The meeting was opened by President Mike Sykos. 

Three visitors were introduced. They were Terri and Mike 
DeBusk and Deborah Mills. 

Wendell BinghamÕs program had technical difficulties and 
was postponed until a future meeting.  

Several members attended SACXS meeting featuring the 
book and author USING SUCCULENTS IN YOUR HOME 
AND GARDEN LANDSCAPES by Debra Lee Baldwin. 

John Farmer announced that Riverside Nature Center needs 
donations of cactus and money. 

The annual KCCSS Show and Sale will be at the River 
Hills Mall on Friday and Saturday May 8 and 9 from 9 AM 
to 5 PM. EveryoneÕs help is requested. We can sell 
MotherÕs Day presents. 

The elections of officers will be next month. Larry Fagara-
son announced that we need one person to be the VP of 
programs rather than sharing the responsibility between two 
people. 

Thirty-one people attended the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edna Platte Secretary 

New Club Library Book 
Debra Lee Baldwin's new bestseller book, Designing 
with Succulents, has been added to the Club library. 
The book offers hundreds of plant recommendations 
from more than 50 genera of the best succulents for 
residential landscapes. There are over 300 photos of 
exceptional public and private gardens.  

Debra is a renowned expert on succulents and 
drought-resistant landscape design. 

—Wendell Bingham 

CAMOUFLAGE GARDENING 
By Patti Simons 

Excerpts from www.npsot.org/plant_lists/deer_resistant.html 

DEER-RESISTANT PLANTS 

Plants can only be called deer resistant not deer proof. Some 
plants are quite tasty to deer, others less so. Depending on the 
density of the deer population, drought conditions and the 
availability of other more palatable plants, some plants are 
more resistant than others. This list is an attempt to classify and 
define, as a food source for deer, the desirability of many plants 
typically found in Central Texas. 

Camouflage Gardening is simply using plants that contain natu-
ral chemicals and have characteristics that deter deer from 
wanting to eat them. A scent barrier is created by using a vari-
ety of strongly aromatic plants, shrubs and herbs throughout the 
garden.  

[The website continues with how to create a deer-resistant gar-

den, and an extensive list of plants and their characteristics. It 

ends with this message (summarized)]: 

Dear Gardener, 

This is a work in progress. My ultimate goal is to publish a 
book about gardening in deer countryÉ  

Please join me in expanding on the idea of using a scent barrier 
to deter deer. Uti lize this list to create the garden you desireÉ  

Please take pictures, keep notes and give me your feedbackÉ  

Thanks, 
Patti  Simons 
deerlady@onr.com 
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Our show vendors 
(All four are KCCSS members; Bob, Doug, and Jimmy are also SACXS members) 

Bob Barth, from Austin 

Jimmy Black (on left), from Boerne 

Allen Duncan (on left), from Kerrville 

Doug Coates (on right), from Schertz 
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Botanical Pronunciation Guide 
Letter Sounds 

ae pronounced ee, or ay: Agavaceae = ah-gav-AY-see-ee or ah-gav-AY-see-ay 
oe various pronunciations: see these examples, below: Aloe, Kalanchoe, and cuzcoensis. 
ch pronounced like letter k: Cheiridopsis (kye-rid-OP-sis) 

th pronounced as in thorax 

ii pronounced either ee or ee-eye 

Basic Rules 

• A final vowel is always pronounced, as in flora, hero, fungi, cocci, stapes 

• Some initial consonants are silent when followed by a consonant: Pterosaur, pseudopod, pneuma, 
phthegma 

• Words of two syllables are stressed on first syllable: FE-mur 
• The vowel of the first syllable is short if followed by 2 or more consonants: Fossa, Hosta, Rattus, Vespa, 

Septum 

• The vowel of the first syl1ab1e is long if followed by a single consonant: Coma, ovis, rosa, crocus, femur, 
brevis 

• Commemorative names (eponyms): Taxa may commemorate personal names or surnames. These names 
are treated as Latinized possessive nouns: Engelmann becomes engelmannii 

• All plants are identified by two names: genus and species (generically and specifically). To further differ-
entiate, they are divided by variety (subgroup): Opuntia engelmannii var. discataÑ  

• Note that he genus is always capitalized and the species is not capitalized, even if derived from a personal 
name. 

• In most cases, all letter sounds will be pronounced. 

For pronunciations and derivations of individual names, go to <davesgarden.com> and click on the 
"Guides & Information" tab; after you get there, click on "Botanary." You can browse words alphabetically 
or search for specific words. Here are a few examples: 

Aloe: AL-oh: From the Arabic Alloeh 

Cactaceae: kak-TAY-see-ee or kak-TAY-see-eye: The cactus family. 

Coryphantha: kor-ry-FAN-tha or kor-rif-AN-tha: From the Greek koryphe (summit, top), and anthos (flower), refer-
ring to the position of the flowers on these cacti. 

cuzcoensis: kuz-koh-EN-sis: Of or from Cuzco, Peru 

Echinocereus: ek-in-oh-KER-ee-us or ek-in-oh-SER-ee-us: From the Greek echinos, (porcupine) and cereus, referring 
to the shape of the floral tube. 

Euphorbiaceae: yoo-for-bee-AY-see-ee or yoo-for-bee-AY-see-eye: The Euphorbia family, named for Euphorbus, 
Greek physician to Juba II, King of Mauretania 

Gymnocalycium: jim-no-kal-LISS-ee-um: From the Greek gymnos (naked) and kalyx (covering; calyx); the flower 
buds are naked 

Kalanchoe: kal-un-KOH-ee: From the Chinese name for one of the species. 

Pachypodium: pak-uh-PO-dee-um: Thick foot. 

 
Printed by Copies & More, 1527 Junction Hwy, Kerrville, TX; Phone: 830-792-6673; copiesandmoreinc.com/ 

Submitted by 
Wendell Bingham  


